
Snapshot 8 1.  F ormativ e Assessment in G rade F iv e

th  er s e ng  n th e ng  A   A/ ter   ng  th e 
ea ng  sta nd nf ma ti na  tex t:  explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence 

to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which 
particular points   th e ti ng  sta nd  produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience

nd   th e ng e sta nd  vocabulary use  ti  tr nsi ti n 
words to help their writing flow logically. Students are writing an argument to encourage 
th ei  ea er s to  ta e mo e e  th e na tu en nment.  n th ei  ea ng  nstr ti n,  th ey
na ed   tex t to  enti  th e ti n  arguments counterarguments  nd  su ti ng

evidence  n th ei  ti ng  th ey  e ea ni ng   to  ni e th ei ments ef ec ti el
e th e stu ents e n ed  n th e nd ep end ent ti ng  t  th e esso n,  s.  tw

si ts th to  sc ss s ti ng  ess.  e s  ng  nd er  en to   e th
th ese ea ng s t th e to Child’s Name/Date, Research Compliment, Teaching Point, nd
What’s Next for this Child? Further down the page is a self-adhesive note that lists five 
stu ents’  na mes,  nc ng  s.  e ns to  meet th  ea th em ng  to s 

ti ng  sessi n.
s.  tw s ni ti se th s to   n eed  sh e ed  m tw

s sed  n ev enc e sh e el ted m n nter ti n th  m;  n th t nter ti n sh e 
eter mi ned  th t e need ed  to e str ng er  so es  ev enc e to  su t s ment.
n th s si n,  sh e nts to  see e s sed  er  eed

s. tw e ng  n ev enc e?  el  me t t.

nd nf ma ti n n th e th e n nmenta tec ti n Ag enc
nd  n th e nter net.

s. tw And t th nk t t nd  so th nk  th t t 
su ts ment?

ess 

At th s nt,  s.  tw  emi nd s  th t th e se  th e ev enc e s to  su t 
s ment.  e ex ns th e mea ni ng su ti ng  n ment  n th t s 

understandable to a fifth grader, by telling him: You have to prove it with what is in the text or 
the readers may not believe you  e sk s m to  ea  s ment  ng  esta sh ed
th t th e s  s ment s to  sto  mp ng  n th e ea n ec se  th e ea ti
ni ma s e see e ng  to  sta t ni sh ng

Ms. Hatwal: So, what evidence did you find to support that claim—that all the animals 
will die if we don’t stop dumping? What evidence did you find that will help 

to  str eng th en th t ment,   e t to   ea er s?

s.  tw  th en el s  ec ni e   th e nf ma ti n e s ted  s m 
a reliable source and is effective in supporting his argument. Satisfied that Bobby can move 

n s n to  nc te s ev enc e,  sh e th en sk s m to  ev ew  th e ni ti n 
s ment nd  to  et er  no  er e e  e th e ev enc e. en es th s,

t s ev ent to  s.  tw  th t e s so me nf si n t th e er  str tu e nd  th t 
s ti ng  need s to  e eo ni ed s s  mo ment n th e nter ti n en sh e ta ets 

tea ng  nt  m.  e ev ew s th e ni ti n th  m nd  tes th e ni ti na
elements on a self-adhesive note and includes specific instructional support, such as putting 
the evidence in order to help the flow or adding transitional sentences.

.

F i f g r a d a r w o r k i o f o l l o w i C C C S S f o r E L L i a c y : ( a ) a p p l y i
r d i a r d f o r i o r o l

( R I . 5 . 8 ) ; ( b ) w r i a r d :
 

( W . 5 . 4 ) ; a ( c ) l a u a g a r d : ( L . 5 . 4 - 6 ) , p a r c u l a r l y a o

r r d k r c a r o f r a l v i r o I r r d i i u c o
a l y z a i d f y l o c a o o f ,  , a p p o r

. I r w r i , a r l r h o w o r g a z r a r g u f v y .
W h i l d a r i v o l v i i w r i p a r o f l M H a a l
w i B o b b y d i u h i w r i p r o g r S h h a a r i b i o p a p a g w i

h d i a p : a

d i l u d i B o b b y ’ S h p l a w i c h o f d u r i d a y ’
w r i o

M H a a l ’ i a l p u r p o w i B o b b y i f o l l o w u p o f b a c k p r o v i d h i o
d a y a g o b a o i d i c i f r o a i a c o w i h i i a i a c o
d a h p r o v i d o u r c o f i d p p o r h i a r g u
O i o c c a o w a h o w h h a u h p r i o r f b a c k :

M H a a l : Y o u ’ r w o r k i o i d T l a b o u i

B o b b y : I f o u g o o d i o r o i b o o k o f E v i r o l P r o o y
a o I

M H a a l : w h a d o y o u i a b o u w h a y o u f o u f a r ? D o y o u i a i
p p o r y o u r a r g u

B o b b y : I g u . . . .

i p o i M H a a l r B o b b y a p u r p o o f i d i p p o r
h i a r g u S h p l a i o f “ p p o r a a r g u ” i a w a y a i

. S h a h i r d h i a r g u a l o u d . H a v i b l i
a f o c u o f h i a r g u i “ p d u i i o c b a u a l l b u f u l

a l w a r g o i r v a i , ”

y o u a a r g u o r p r o v i y o u r r d

M H a a l h p B o b b y r o g z w h i c h o f i o r o h h a l o c a i f r o

f o r w a r d o h i o w i o r p o r a h i i d a h i r i o r g a z a o
o f h i a r g u a l h k w w h h w i l l p l a c i d W h B o b b y d o i
i i i d M H a a l a h h a c o u o a b o u o v a l l u c r a a
h i w r i b r r g a z . T h i i a i i a c o w h r g a

c h i p o i f o r h i S h r i o r g a z a o w i h i a w r i o r g a z a o l
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Snapshot 8.1. Formative Assessment in Grade Five (cont.)

Throughout this interaction, Ms. Hatwal makes notes in her ring-binder file. Under 
Research Compliment sh e tes th t  ec ni es th e el t   s so e.  n 
th e sec ti n el ed  Teaching Point sh e tes th t sh e ex ned   ev enc e su ted  

s ment.  nd er  th e ea ng  What’s Next for this Child? sh e tes ni ti n nd  
tr nsi ti na  sentenc es,  no ti ng  th t  s ems ni ng  s ti ng  to  ef ec ti el  

n ey  s ment to  th e ea er   th er ng  ev enc e n th e se  th s nter ti n,  
s.  tw  s e to  ma tc  er  tea ng  nts to  th e nd  stu ent’ s need s.  Ad ti na  

after several interactions of this kind, she finds that there are common needs among several 
stu ents nd  ec es to   th em to eth er    mi ni esso n.

w r i a B o b b y r o g z r i a b i l i y o f h i u r c I
o l a b w r i a p l a i h o w i d p p o r

h i a r g u U h d i w r i “ o r g a z a o a
a o l ” a B o b b y h a p r o b l o r g a z i h i w r i f v y

c o v h i a r g u r d . B y g a i i d i c o u r o f i i a c o
M H a a l i a b l h h c h i p o i i i v i d u a l d d i o l l y ,

d a d i d p u l l g f o r a - l

Snapshot 8 2.  F ormativ e Assessment in G rade T o

n  sec nd e ssr m th t nc es na ti e ng sh  sp ea ng  en nd  en 
 e s,  th e en e een ng  n etel ng  ta es th ey  e ea  to eth er  n 

ss to  n ey  th e entr  messa e  th e ta e  e  en,  n ti  e 
een ng  n si ng  th e st tense to  nd te th t th e ta es ened  n th e st 

 n th s esso n stu ents e eng ed  n sma    nd  ng  th s ti me th e 
tea er   er t,  sel ec ts s  th ee stu ents to  ec nt ne  th e ta es th e ss 

s ea  th t eek  n th s si tu ti n,  e nts to  e ea  stu ent su sta ned  tu ni ti es 
to use language while he and the others in the group listen. He asks the first student to 
eg n,  th en ter   e sk s th e sec nd   to   n nd  so  th  en th e stu ents 

e mp eted  th e etel ng   er t sk s th em to  sa  t th ey  th nk  th e ma n messa e 
 th e sto  s.    er s n ni n nd   sc ssi n s t eth er  th er e s 

eement n th e ma n messa e.  m th e ti t   er t s ev enc e th t ne stu ent 
ses th e st tense nsi stentl  nd  mo stl  th   e th e th er  tw   no t.    

th e en e e to  n ey  th e messa e  th e tex t,  t no th er  s no t sp ed  t.  Af ter  
his discussion with the group, he makes quick notes about each student and briefly records 

s th ts t su seq ent nstr ti n.  e ep ea ts th s ess th  ne ti na   
ef e th e sma    ti me s er  nd  e ns mo e tu ni ti es ng  th e eek  to  
ssess th er  sma  s n th e sa me 

. w

I a o - g r a d c l a o o a i l u d v E l i k i c h i l d r a c h i l d r
w h o a r E L c h i l d r h a v b w o r k i o r l i f o l k l h a v r d g i
c l a c o v c a l g o f l ( R L . 2 . 2 ) . T h E L c h i l d r i p a r c u l a r , h a v
b w o r k i o u p a i i c a a l h a p p i p a ( E L D .
P I I . 2 . 3 ) . I i l d a r a g i l l g r o u p w o r k , a d u r i i

c h , M r . E l f g r o u p o f r d r o u o o f f o l k l c l a
h a r d a w . I i a o h w a g i v c h d i o p p o r

b i a f a w h i l a o c h i l d c a r r y o a f o r . W h d
h a v c o l r l i , M r . E l f a y w h a i i g
o f r y i E a c h c h i l d o f f a o p i o a a d i u o f o l l o w a b o u w h i
a g r o i g F r o a c v i y , M r . E l f h a i d a o d
u p a c o y a y w i a c c u r a c y , w h i l o o d o T w o o f

c h i l d r a r a b l c o v g o f b u a h a g r a i

h i o u g h a b o u b u i u c o H r i p r o c w i o a d d i o l g r o u p
b o r l l g r o u p w o r k i o v , a h p l a r o p p o r d u r i w
a o l l g r o u p i w a y .
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